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January 26, 2023
Small Things Like These, by Claire Keegan

It is 1985 in a small Irish town. During the weeks leading up
to Christmas, Bill Furlong, a coal merchant and family man
faces into his busiest season. Early one morning, while
delivering an order to the local convent, Bill makes a
discovery which forces him to confront both his past and the
complicit silences of a town controlled by the church.

Already an international bestseller, Small Things Like These
is a deeply affecting story of hope, quiet heroism, and
empathy from one of our most critically lauded and iconic
writers. (goodreads.com)

April 27, 2023
Demon Copperhead, by Barbara Kingsolver

Set in the mountains of southern Appalachia, this is the story
of a boy born to a teenage single mother in a single-wide
trailer, with no assets beyond his dead father's good looks and
copper-colored hair, a caustic wit, and a fierce talent for
survival. In a plot that never pauses for breath, relayed in his
own unsparing voice, he braves the modern perils of foster
care, child labor, derelict schools, athletic success, addiction,
disastrous loves, and crushing losses. Through all of it, he
reckons with his own invisibility in a popular culture where
even the superheroes have abandoned rural people in favor of
cities.

Many generations ago, Charles Dickens wrote David
Copperfield from his experience as a survivor of institutional
poverty and its damage to children in his society. Those
problems have yet to be solved in ours. Dickens is not a

prerequisite for readers of this novel, but he provided its inspiration. In transposing a Victorian
epic novel to the contemporary American South, Barbara Kingsolver enlists Dickens' anger and
compassion and, above all, his faith in the transformative powers of a good story. Demon
Copperhead speaks for a new generation of lost boys and all those born into beautiful, cursed
places they can't imagine leaving behind. (goodreads.com)



July 27, 2023
Somewhere Sisters: A Story of Adoption, Identity, and the

SOMEWHERE : Meaning of Family, by Erika Hayasaki

= ldentical twins Isabella and Ha were born in Vietnam and raised on
S | ST E RS " | opposite sides of the world, each knowing little about the other’s
existence until they were reunited as teenagers, against all odds.

The twins were born in Nha Trang, Vietnam, in 1998, where their
mother struggled to care for them. Ha was taken in by their biological
aunt and grew up in a rural village, going to school and playing outside
with the neighbors. They had sporadic electricity and frequent
monsoons. Ha’s twin sister, Loan, spent time in an orphanage before a
= wealthy, white American family adopted her and renamed her Isabella.
<2 Isabella grew up in the suburbs of Chicago with a nonbiological sister,
- Olivia, who was also adopted from Vietnam. Isabella and Olivia
ERIKA HAYASAKI . attended a predominantly white Catholic school, played soccer, and

e o

=3 prepared for college.

But when Isabella’s adoptive mother learned of Isabella’s biological twin back in Vietnam, all of their
lives changed forever. Award-winning journalist Erika Hayasaki spent years and hundreds of hours
interviewing each of the birth and adoptive family members and tells the girls’ incredible stories from
their perspectives, challenging conceptions about adoption and what it means to give a child a good life.
Hayasaki contextualizes the sisters’ experiences with the fascinating and often sinister history of twin
studies, the nature versus nurture debate, and intercountry and transracial adoption, as well as the latest
scholarship and conversation surrounding adoption today, especially among adoptees.

For readers of All You Can Ever Know and American Baby, Somewhere Sisters is a richly textured,

moving story of sisterhood and coming-of-age, told through the remarkable lives of young women who
have redefined the meaning of family for themselves. (goodreads.com)

A Story of
Adoption, Identity,
and the Meaning

of Family

o R October 26, 2023
B A ‘ i A Place Called Home, by David Ambroz
[ P N1 ' : B There are millions of homeless children in America today and in A
i : : Place Called Home, award-winning child welfare advocate David
: p LAC E ' Ambroz writes about growing up homeless in New York for eleven

’ years and his subsequent years in foster care, offering a window into
CA L L E D & what so many kids living in poverty experience every day.

: ; 8 When David and his siblings should be in elementary school, they are
A instead walking the streets seeking shelter while their mother is battling
mental illness. They rest in train stations, 24-hour diners, and anywhere
& that’s warm and dry; they bathe in public restrooms and steal food to
& quell their hunger. When David is placed in foster care, at first, it feels

: like salvation, but it soon proves to be just as unsafe. He’s moved from

DAVID home to home, and in all but one placement, he’s abused. His
AMBROZ : burgeoning homosexuality makes him an easy target for others’ cruelty.

David finds hope and opportunities in libraries, schools, and the
occasional kind-hearted adult; he harnesses an inner grit to escape the all-too-familiar outcome for a kid
like him. Through hard work and unwavering resolve, he is able to get a scholarship to Vassar College,
his first significant step out of poverty. He later graduates from UCLA Law with a vision of using his
degree to change the laws that affect children in poverty.

Told with lyricism and sparkling with warmth, A Place Called Home depicts childhood poverty and
homelessness as it is experienced by so many young people who have been systematically overlooked and
unprotected. It’s at once a gripping personal account of deprivation—how one boy survived it, and
ultimately thrived—and a resounding call for readers to move from empathy to action. (goodreads.com)
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